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SUBJ: REACTION TO UNGA VOTE ON OCCUPIED TERRITORES 

SUMMARY: INITIAL PRESS REACTION PUTS UNGA VOTE IN 
BEST POSSIBLE LIGHT PLAYING UP ISRAELI "TOTAL ISO- 
LATION " AND DOWN PLAYING U.S. ABSTENTION. NEWS 
ARRIVED TOO LATE FOR EDITORIAL COMMENT. PRIVATELY, 
INFORMED EGYPTIANS REACTING VERY ADVERSELY, CLAIMING 
U.S. ABSTENTION PROOF THAT ADMINISTATION UNABLE TO 
STAND UP TO ZIONIST PRESSURES AND THAT SADAT'S POSI- 
TION HAS BEEN BADLY UNDERMINED WITH PLO, OTHER ARABS 
AND EVEN AFRICANS SINCE CLOSE ALIGNMENT WITH U.S. IS 
NOT PRODUCING EFFEDTIVE RETURN FOR EGYPT AND ARABS. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. NEWS OF UNGA VOTE ON EGYPTIAN RESOLUTION ON 
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OCCUPIED TERRITORIES ARRIVED TOO LATE TO ELICIT EDI- 
TORIAL COMMENT OCTOBER 29. PUTTING STORY IN BEST 
POSSIBLE LIGHT PRESS PLAYED IT STRAIGHT, NOTING OVER- 
WHELMING INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR RESOLUTION AND 
ISRAEL'S "TOTAL ISOLATION". IN REPORTING RESOLUTION, 
PAPERS LISTED ITS CONDEMNATION OE ISRAELI ACTIONS IN 
"OCCUPITED ARAB TERRITORES" (NO MINTION OF PALESTINE). 
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AMBASSADOR YOUNGS EXPANATORY REMARKS REPORTED, WITH 
UNIDENTIEED POLITICAL OBSERVERS IN NEW YORK COM- 
MENTING THAT USG BELIEVED DISCUSSION OE SETTLEMENT 
PROBLEM AT THIS TIME COMPLICATES CHANCES EOR RECON- 
VENING GENEVA. 

2. PAPERS REPORTED AMBASSADOR MET WITH SADAT YESTERDAY 
TO DELIVER MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER, NOTING THIS 
THIRD SUCH MESSAGE THIS WEEK. PRESIDENT CARTER'S 

PRESS CONEERENCE REMARKS ON PALESTINIAN RIGHTS ALSO 
REATURED PROMINENTLY. 

3. ONLY EDITORIAL COMMENT ON MID-EAST (WRITTEN PRIOR 
TO UNGA VOTE) CARRIED IN AHRAM OVER SIGNATURE RA'ID 
ATTAR, ERRATIC COLUNMIST REPORTEDLY CLOSE TO SADAT. 
TAKING LEAD EROM UPCOMING GEORGE BALL ARTICLE IN 
"POLITICS MAGAZINE", ATTAR STATE ISRAEL NOT SERIOUS 
ABOUT MID-EAST PEACE. EXTREMIST ELEMENTS IN CONTROL 
AND TREATENING USE ATOMIC WEAPONS IN COMING WAR. 

ISRAEL DECEIVING AMERICA BY ACTING UNILATERALLY WHILE 
AT SAME TIME INSISTING U.S. UNDERWRITE COST OF THESE 
ACTIBITIES. ONLY SOLUTION, WRITER CONCLUDED, IS FOR 
PRESIDENT CARTER TO EXERT GREATER EFFORT TOWARDS 
REEDUCATING GONGRESS AND AMERICAN PEOPLE IN EFFORT 
SAVE AMERICA'S INTERESTS IN AREA. 
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4. SPEAKING TO EMBOFF EVENING OCTOBER 28, HOWEVER, 

BEFORE RESULTS OF VOTING IN, PROMINENT COLUMNIST AND 
FAHMY CONFIDANT HODA TAWFIQ SAID SHE "WOULD NEVER 
TRUST UNITED STATES AGAIN IF IT ABSTAINS ON THIS 
ISSUE". SHE ARGUED THAT ABSTENTION WOULD BE "PROOF" 

THAT ADMINISTRATION UNABLE STAND UP TO ZIONIST LOBBY 
EVEN IN AREA WHERE ITS POLICY ALRADY OF PUBLIC 
RECORD. 

5. POLCOUNS RECEIVED EVEN MORE NEGATIVE REACTION 
OCTOBER 29 FROM MEMBER FAHMY'S IMMEDIATE STAFF, WHO 
CLAIMED U.S. FAILURE TO VOTE FOR POSITION IT HAD 
ITSELF ALRADY TAKEN WAS PURE AND SIMPLE DUE TO 
ZIONIST PRESSURES. REAL POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF 
ABSTNTION WAS THAT IT WOULD UNDERMINE SADAT'S ABILITY 
TO CONTROL SITUATION. ARAFAT CAN NOW ASK WHY PLO SHOULD 
HAVE ANY CONFIDENSE IN CARTER ADMINISTRATION WHEN IT 
CANNOT EVEN VOTE FOR UNGA RESOLUTION OF NO SUBSTANTIVE 
IMPORTANCE. EVEN WITHIN MINISTRY, OFFICIAL CLAIMED, 

THERE ARE MANY WHO FEEL EGYPT'S LEADERSHIP POSITION 

IN ME AND AFRICA BEING UNDERMINED BY TOO CEOSE ALIGN- 
MENT WITH U.S. WHEN THIS ALIGNMENT DOES NOT PRODUCE 
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EFFECTIVE RESULTS, THEN NOT ONLY IS SADAT FURTHER 
UNDERMINED BUT SO IS U.S. POSITION. FINALLY, OFFICIAL 
TOTALLY REJECTED U.S. THESIS OF NEED TO MAINTAIN 
CONFIDENCE OF BOTH SIDES AND NEUTRALITY OF MEDIATOR, 
"AGGRESSIVE " POLICIES IS WHEN U.S. GOT TOUGH: EISEN- 
HOWER IN 1956 AND KISSINGER TO BRING OFF SINAI I AND 
SINAI II. 

6. MFA U/S AHMAD OSMAN DEPLORED TO POLCOUNS U.S. 

ABSTENTION, STATING IT PROOF THAT CARTER ADMINISTRATION, 

LIKE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATIONS, HAD UNDERESTIMATED 
POWER OF SIONIST LOBBY. OSMAN SAID SADAT STRATEGY 
FROM BEGINNING HAD BEEN BASED ON ASSUMPTION THAT 
STRONG AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION (LIKE EISENHOWER IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 04 CAIRO 17876 291459Z 

1956 OR NIXON IMMEDIATELY AFTER 1972 ELECTION) WOULD 
CARRY OUT POLICY IN INTERESTS OF U.S. DESPITE STRONG 
ZIONIST OPPOSITION AND INABILITY OF U.S. PUBLIC TO 
COMPREHEND STAKES INVOLVED. 

7. COMMENT: WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE HOW EGYPT'S 
GUIDED PRESS PLAYS U.S. ABSTENTION. WE ANTICIPATE 
PAPERS WILL CONTINUE ACCENTUATING THE POSITIVE, 

SWELLING ON ISRAEL'S INTERNATION ISOLATION AND 
MASSIVE CONDEMNATION OT ITS ACTIVITIES IN OCCUPIED 
TERRITORES. HOWEVER, WE EXPECT HAVE TO TAKE CONSIDERABLE FLACK 
FROM UNINFORMED OFFICIALS AND JOURNALISTS. 

EILTS 
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